show that it covers some of the subjects that all those interested in recent work on steroid function and metabolism wish to understand. The whole work is scholarly, thorough, wellwritten and illustrated and adequately produced. Many practical details are included in what amounts to a collection of seven well-documented reviews of the highest standard, written by authorities in their field. For such a 'must', indeed a treasure, the price is not-excessive. The author is well known for his work on guineapig marrow and in this monograph he reviews a series of studies involving stimulation or depression of erythropoiesis. The first part deals with quantitative studies, while the latter part covers ultramicroscopic studies. The title of the book derives from the use of hypoxia as a stimulant of erythropoiesis and 'rebound' refers to the poly--cythmmia which follows the hypoxic exposure.
After a historical introduction there follow seven chapters covering the following topics: the blood vessels of bone marrow; marrow volume; quantitative data on the erythroid population of bone marrow; the lymphocyte-transitional cell compartment; quantitative studies in hypoxia and rebound; ultrastructural characteristics of the erythroblast island; and finally a chapter on stem cell considerations relating to hmimopoiesis and imumunohmmopoiesis. The relation between lymphocytes and a group of related cells termed 'transitional' cells is emphasized. The two cell groups are regarded as a single functional group, the lymphocyte-transitional cell compartment. The transitional cell is thought to be the essential haemopoietic stem cell.
For those interested in the origin of hmmopoietic cells, this book is worth reading. There is a useful review of the literature. Although it remains to be seen whether the observations made on guinea-pig marrow and the conclusions drawn from them are applicable to other mammalian species, particularly man, the author has provided a stimulating discussion of the general problems. This monograph provides a good historical review of this important subject. Analysis of the data on thyrotoxic myopathy shows that about 5 % of thyrotoxic patients have weakness as their presenting complaint, but 60-80% are weak on clinical examination and over 90 % have electromyographic evidence of a proximal myopathy. In the chapter on the muscular abnormalities associated with hypothyroidism the author states that about 35 % of patients with this condition have muscle weakness and suggests that muscle symptoms may precede the development of biochemical hypothyroidism. There does not seem to be any data to support this. The chapters on thyrotoxic periodic paralysis and the association of thyroid disease with myasthenia gravis provide a useful assessment of these two interesting fields. In a book with this title it is disappointing to find no discussion of the effects of thyroid hormones on cardiac muscle. It is also unfortunate that the exigencies of writing and publishing have resulted in only 2 of the nearly 200 references on thyrotoxic myopathy being more recent than 1970. This has precluded any assessment of the role of triiodothyronine as opposed to thyroxine in the etiology of the muscle disease. Despite these criticisms this book will be a useful addition to the library of both the general endocrinologist and the thyroid specialist.
